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claim to be regarded as men who engaged in mis-
taken efforts to promote the Common Weal, and
plead this excuse in mitigation of their punishment.
But this excuse cannot be urged by offenders who
not only attack government but show themselves
indifferent to the Common Weal. If Miss Sylvia
Pankhurst is rightly reported she professes to be
ready to go to any lengths in the war against
society until woman's suffrage shall be obtained.
Still more striking is the case of the Sinn Feiners.
They do not appear to have any conception of a
Common Weal at all; they have refused to take part
in a convention which is to consider the possibilities
of subordinating racial antagonisms to the promo-
tion of a Common Weal for all parts of Ireland; and
they frankly disavow any regard for the Common
Weal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland. They appear to be merely influenced by
racial aspiration, and to be as ready now, as Celts
were at the time of the Revolution, to intrigue with
the enemies of Great Britain, during a time of war.
When there is no thought of a Common Weal, but
only a desire to use every opportunity to extort con-
cessions to racial sentiment, there is no real claim to
clemency. Whatever may be said of offences
against government, disregard of the Common Weal
and attacks on sovereignty may rightly be treated
as high treason.